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Wonderful Saviour 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE, Editor 


(Preached at Evansville Rescue Mission, Evansville, Indiana, Sunday 
morning, December 29, 1946. Mechanically recorded for 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD.) 


We will read in Isaiah, chapter 
9, verses 6 and 7—just two verses 
to start with: 

“For unto us a child is born, un- 
to us a son is given: and the gov- 
ernment shall be upon is shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Won- 
derful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase 
of his government and peace there 
shall be no end, upon the thrane 
of David and upon his kingdom, 
to order it, and to establish it with 
jud>ment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever. The zeal 
of the Lord of hosts will perform 
this.” 

I want you to notice that Isaiah 
wrote this down by divine inspira- 
tion 740 years before Jesus was 
born. The Holy Spirit came upon 
Isaiah and told him ‘to write it 
down that “unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given: and 
the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace.” So 
Isaiah wrote it, and by divine in- 
spiration we were told ahead of 
time about the wonderful Saviour. 


I. The Wonderful Saviour's 
» Coming 

First, notice His wonderful com- 
ing in the fifst part of verse 6: 
“Unto us a child is born.” 

1. And, first of all, about the 
coming of this wonderful Saviour 
was the fact that He came as a 
man, 

He came born of a woman; He 
came in humanity. I know Jesus 
is the Son of God, and I will talk 
about that more. But first of all, 
He came as a man. 

I am so glad Jesus knows every 
heartache and sorrow that we 
have. We have a perfect High 
Priest. “We have not an high 
priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; 
but was in all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 
4:15). I am glad the Lord Jesus 
was born of a woman, that He 


nursed at a mother’s breast. I 
am glad that He first learned 
childish talk from the speech of 
His mother. I am glad He learned 
to walk as His mother held His 
little fingers and He staggered 
along, because Jesus came into 
this world as a man-child. “Unto 
us a child is born.” Think of God 
becoming a child! 


I think it would be easier for us 
to understand if the Lord had said 
to His Son, “You may descend by 
way of thé throne of the Caesars, 
and with great blowing of trum- 
pets and gathering of the multi- 
tudes you may sit for a bit on 
the throne to judge and rule.” No, 
no! Rather, He was born in a 
stable. He was born of a virgin 
girl unknown to the world. Then 
He grew up and “increased in wis- 
dom and stature, and in favour 
with God and man” (Luke 2:52). 
“Unto us a child is born.” Won- 
derful Saviour that could become 
a man in order to save people! 
The humanity of Jesus! 

2. I want you to notice, second, 
about His wonderful coming, that 
He came as God. “Unto us a Son 
is given.” 


Before He was born, the Father 
gave His Son. It was not the 
beginning when Jesus was born. 
He had been with the Father be- 
fore the world began. In John 
1:1-3 we are told, “In the begin- 
ning was the Word [the word 
Word there is another name for 
Christ], and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. The 
Same was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made by 
him; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made.” 
But God gave His Son. There is 
the deity of the Son, the wonder- 
ful deity of Christ as well as His 
wonderful] humanity. So when 
Jesus came, God gave a Son. God 
did not give one of His Sons. God 
gave His only begotten Son. Ina 


(Continued on Page 5) 


SAVING FAITH 
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“That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eter- 


nal life. 


For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 


Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever- 


lasting life. 
workd; but that the world through 


For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the 


him might be saved. He that be- 


lieveth on him is not condemned; but he that believth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten 


Son of God.”—John 3:15-18. 


“He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life: and he that 
believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him.”’—John 3:36. 

No less than three times in four 
verses of Scripture, Jesus empha- 
sized to Nicodemus (to whom he 
declared, “Ye must be born 
again’’) that the new birth could 
be experienced and a person con- 
sequently saved by faith. In verse 
15 Jesus said, ‘““Whosoever believ- 
eth in him should not perish, but 
have eternal life.” To “not perish” 
ig tantamount to possessing salva- 
tion. To have eternal life is to be 
saved and born again. In verse 
16, Jesus revealed that God gave 
His only begotten Son that men 
might believe and gain everlasting 
life (in His words, “that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, 
but ,=have everlasting life’). Then, 
hefore further emphasizing the 
necessity of believing to be saved, 


_ Jesus stressed the fact that God 


¥ by. i. eat 
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actually sent His only Son into the 
world to save ose who would 
believe. As Peter declared, “The 
Lord is ... not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance” (II Pet. 3:9). 
So Jesus had stated the same truth 
before Peter preached it, in the 
words, “For God sent not his Son 
into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through 
him might be saved”. (John 3:17). 


Alas, a rejection of Christ will 
result in the judging of the re- 
jector by the righteousness of 
Christ. Thanks be to God, an 
acceptance of Christ, by faith, will 
result in the acceptor’s receiving 
eternal life. Thus Jesus stated, 
“He that believeth on him is not 
condemned: but he that believeth 


not is condemned already, because | 


he hath not believed in the name 

of the only begotten Son of God” 

(John 3:18). To believe on the 
(Continyed on Page 6). 


(Fundamentalist Fellowship 


“Now the birth of Jesus Christ 
was on this wise.’’—Matt. 1:18. 

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ 
was on this wise’”’ (Matt 1:18). So 
Matthew introduces his extra- 
ordinary story of the nativity. A 
widespread impression exists, how- 
ever, that the birth of Jesus Christ 
was not “on this wise” at all. Some 
are advising us that actually ‘it 
was a very commonplace’ affair. 
No annunciation preceded it. No 
miracle was involved in His con- 
ception. No angelic choirs sang 
“Glory to God in the highest.” 
No shepherds sought the manger 
to wonder and adore. No wise 
men brought costly presents. Such 
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Rev. Chester E. Tulga 


details are mere imaginative 
flourishes, our modernist friends 
declare. Christmas with all its 


precious values is based upon 4d 
myth invented by the friends of 
Jesus to account for His unique 
character. The account in Mat- 
thew is untrue, they say. The 
ordinarily accurate historian, Luke 
the physician, they say, gave place 
in his gospel to a story of a virgin 
birth which has no basis in fact. 
To this extent Matthew and Luke 
are untrustworthy historians, they 
insist. 

The denia] of these events, and 
the consequent undermining of the 
trustworthiness of the Scriptures, 
is to many today an occasion for 
deep misgivings, especially since 
this skepticism has infected de- 
nominational leadership. Some no 
longer whisper their denials, but 
advocate them in print. Great de- 
nominational boards and influen- 
tial theological seminaries decline 
to affirm the truth of the virgin 
Those who affirm 


birth of Christ. 


of the Northern Baptist Convention, 


What the Bible Teaches 
About the Virein Birth of Christ 


CHESTER E. TULGA, Secretary 


185 Wabash Ave., Chicago.) 


the truth of the doctrine of the 
virgin birth and stress its import- 
ance, insist that both the trust- 
worthiness of the Scriptures and 
the deity of Christ are involved in 
this question. If the gospel writers 
are untrustworthy concerning the 
birth of Christ, can they be de- 
pended upon in other weighty 
matters ? 

Our modernists tell us that the 
manner of Christ’s birth is ines- 
sential; that this is an academic 
question having no vita] bearing 
upon the Christian system of 
truth. One may believe it or not, 
they say, without imperiling his 
salvation or weakening the gospel. 
They tell us that the essential 
thing is His jife and teachings and 
not the manner of His birth. But 
this question cannot be dismissed 
so lightly. Let us examine it. 


I. The Story of the Virgin 
Birth in Matthew and Luke 
Matthew and Luke disclose 
nothing whatever akin to the 
stories of miraculous generation 
of pagan mythology, to which 
modernists often point, The pagan 
myths with their shameless glorifi- 
cation of sensual desire could have 
provoked in the early Christians 
only abhorrence. The supposed 
mythological source of the birth 
narratives of Matthew and Luke 
cannot be supported outside of the 
lively imagination of modernistic 
professors and preachers, for there 
is no basis in fact for this claim. 
In the first chapters of Matthew 
and Luke we are conscious of 4 
different climate—-not of myth, 
but of authentic narration. All 
the marks of veracity are present 
here. The restrained character of 
the stories, the resemblance in 
minor details, their reserve, the 
evidence that they are independent 
accounts of the same happening— 


all argue against the modernistic 
hypothesis of invention. You can- 
not read Matthew and Luke with 
an open mind and say honestly 
that these men wrote what they 
knew to be untrue, or that they 
(one of them Luke, the pHysician) 
were betrayed into error by fan- 
tastic stories of a miraculous birth. 
Such a story would not have been 
accepted by men such as Matthew 
and Luke have demonstrated 
themselves to be, without serious 
investigation. To assert other- 
wise is to ruin the value of their 
gospels beyond repair. To imagine 
that myths of the heathen were 
the inspiration of the birth nar- 
ratives of Matthew and Luke is 
absurd. 


Il. The Story of the Virgin 
Birth and the Gospel of Mark 

1. Mark begins his gospel with 
the assertion of the divine patern- 
ity of Jesus. “The beginning of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God” (Mark 1:1). When Jesus 
entered upon His public work, at 
His baptism, Mark records the 
words of the voice from Heaven: 
“Thou art my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased” (Mark 
1:11). Mark also records the 
statement of the demons: ‘Thou 
art the Son of God” (Mark 3:11). 
Again, he records the voice from 
Heaven at the transfiguration, say- 
ing, “This is my beloved Son: hear 
him” (Mark 9:7). Not a line in 
the gospel of Mark detracts from 
the full New Testament stature of 
Christ. A modernist can no more 
believe in the Christ of Mark than 
he can the Christ of Matthew and 
Luke for they are one in every 
sense. 

2. Modernists, endeavoring te 
make the doctrine of the virgin 
birth of Christ appear irrelevant, 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Again In 


known as the “Revival of ’57.’’ 


Charles G. Finney 

The revival] meetings conducted 
by Charles G. Finney before the 
great awakening of ‘57 were 
doubtless the. fount and main- 
spring of that amazing work of 
grace. Mr. Finney was filled with 
the Spirit of God and for some 
two-score years went up and down 
the United States like a gale from 
Heaven. 

Mr. Finney was a lawyer in the 
State of New York. Much prayer 
ascended to the throne for his con- 
version. Finally he was saved and 
received a mighty infilling of the 
Holy Spirit at the time of his con- 
version. This remarkable out- 
pouring of the Spirit of God upon 
the young lawyer was doubtless 
God's call to him to ‘become an 
evangelist and to preach the 


gospel with such power as few 


When the Fire Fell 


America 


By GEORGE T. B. DAVIS 
Million Testaments Campaign 


One of the most remarkable revivals in the history of 
the Christian Church was that which swept over the United 
States in the middle of the nineteenth century. 
in prayer, and carried forward through earnest intercessory 
prayer throughout the nation. 


It was born 


The great awakening was 


men have proclaimed it since the 
days of the Apostle Paul. 
Filled with the Spirit 

Mr. Finney, in his autobi- 
ography, tells the story of how the 
Spirit of God came upon him in 
mighty power. Let me give the 
narrative in Mr. Finney’s own 
words: 


“IT rushed into the room back of 
the front office to pray. There 
was no fire and no light in the 
room; nevertheless it appeared to 
me as if it were perfectly light, 
As I went in and shut the door 
after me, it seemed as if I met 
the Lord Jesus Christ face to face, 
It seemed to me that I saw him 
as 1 would see any other man. He 
said nothing, but looked at me in 
such a manner as to break me 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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pAcm TWO 


What the Bible Teaches 
About the Virgin Birth of Christ 


(Continued from Page 1) 


jneist that Mark does not mention 

The argument from silence is 
@lways a dubious argument. In 
this case it is not a valid one. 
Mark never mentions Joseph, 
which does not mean that he never 
existed. He is also silent on His 
matural birth, but that does not 
tne: that He was never born. 

e argument from silence proves 
too much when pushed to its logi- 
eal conclusion. 

8. The Christ of Mark is the 
Christ who performs miracles. He 
ig the Christ whose divine Sonship 
is attested by supernatural] voices. 
He ig the Christ whose very per- 
gon was transfigured by a super- 
natural light. He is the Christ 
who rose bodily from the grave. 
He is the Christ who asserteg that 
He would return triumphantly to 
earth again in person, to assume 
authority over the world and to 
Gea) justly with His foes. When 
the modernist plays off the Christ 
of Mark against the Christ of 
Matthew and Luke he is not 
Jjhonest. for he believes no more in 
that majestic figure in Mark than 
he does in the miraculous Babe in 
Matthew and Luke, for the mod- 
ernist rejects the supernaturalism 
of the Scriptures in every connec- 
tion. 

The argument from silence 
breaks down for it lacks the cor- 
roboration of a picture of Christ 

at corresponds with human 
birth. This is certainly lacking 
in Mark. There is no evidence 
whatever that. Mark did not be- 
Meve in the virgin birth and in the 
face of the rest of the New Testa- 
ment, it must be presumed that 
he did until it is disproven. Mark's 
position is that Jesus is the “Son 
of God” and the son of Mary. He 
Goes not mention Joseph. 

Iii. The Virgin Birth and the 
Gospel of John 

As we open the pages of the 
Gospel of John, we find ourselves 
at once in an atmosphere swept 
by spiritual] currents. With one 
majestic sweep of divine inspira- 
tion we are ushered immediately 
into the mystery of the personality 
of Jesus. “In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God” 
(John 1:1). Was this Word the 
son of Joseph? Hardly. Notice 
John’s portrait of the Christ. 

1. John insists that God and 
Christ are co-equal and co-exist- 
ent, one in nature and essence. 
This cannot be said of any modern 
substitutes or reconstructions of 
the mogernists. The unitarianized 
Jesus preached by many denomi- 
national figures is not the Word of 
John 1:1, 14. 

2. John refers to Jesus as God's 
only Son (John 3:16). Here ig a 
statement which by no stretch of 
the imagination can be applied to 
the current “Christs” of the mod- 
ernists. The word “only” separates 
Him in His relationship te God 
from every other person. In no 
place can John be used as a wit- 
ness against the Christ presented 
in Matthew and Luke. 

8. John records the stupendous 
claims of Jesus for Himself. He 
claimed pre-existence when He 
said ‘“‘Before Abraham was, I am” 
(John 8:58). He claimed equality 
with God when Me said, “I and my 
Father are one” (John 10:30). 
Paul sanctioned this claim when 
he wrote of Christ that He 
“thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God” (Phil. 2:6). He claimed 
the power to lay down His life and 
power to take it up again (John 
10:17, 18). He claimed that He 
would return in glory to the earth 
at some future time (John 14:3). 
To ascribe these things to the 
unitarianized Jesus of the modern- 
ists would be absurd, so the mod- 
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ernists reject these truths also, as 
did the Jews of His own day. 
The virgin birth of Jesus in the 
light of these claims seems reason- 
able. These claims coming from a 
man born supernaturally of a vir- 
gin assume the strongest plausibil- 
ity. If John believed these things 
of a man born of human parents, 
his gospel becomes incredible. The 
argument from John’s supposed 
silence makes nonsense in this 
case. The statement of Robert E. 
Speer is very fitting here: “The 
New Testament in certain books 
assert unequivocably the virgin 
birth of our Lord, and in itg other 
books assumeg it or says nothing 


inconsistent with it.” This is a 
fair statement of the whole 
matter. 

5. John affirmed what  th¢ 
modernists of today deny. He 


wrote his gospel that men might 
believe that “Jesug is the Christ, 
the Son of God” (John 20:31). He 
does not write as a theorist but 
as an eye-witness: “That which 
was from the beginning, which we 
have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have look- 
ed upon, and our hands have 
handled, of the Word of life; (For 
the life was manifested, and we 
have seen it, and bear witness, and 
shew it unto you that eternal life, 
which wag with the Father, and 
was manifested unto us;) That 
which we have seen and heard de- 
clare we unto you, that ye also 
may have fellowship with us; and 
truly our fellowship is with the 
Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ” (1 John 1:1-3). 


It is one of the ironies of history 
that John who set forth the deity 
of Christ as no other New Testa- 
ment writer, who placed evidence 
of His deity on every page, who 
wrote his gospel to set forth His 
deity, should now be brought forth 
as a witness against Matthew and 
Luke and an advocate of a uni- 
tarianized Jesus. To place Mark 
and John in opposition to Matthew 
and Luke on the flimsy basis of 
their supposed silence, is to com- 
mit an act of exegetical folly and 
to prove the absence of that 
scholarship which is the modern- 
ist’s proudest obsession. 


A recent correspondent writes 
that he prefers the incarnation 
story of John rather than the birth 
stories of ccs ag Luke. He 
would separate the fact.of the 
incarnation from the method of 
the incarnation and thus adopt a 
theory of a mythical incarnation 
more akin to the Greek mystery 
religions than to the New Testa- 
ment. John cannot be used as a 
witness against Matthew and Luke 
for there is no real contradiction 
there. For nineteen hundred years 
the overwhelming majority of the 
Church hag understood the divine 
Sonship of Jesug as set forth by 
John to include the virgin birth as 
narrated by Matthew and Luke. 


IV. The Virgin Birth and the 
Writings of Paul 

Again the modernists advance 
the dubious argument that Paul 
either did not know the story of 
the virgin birth of Christ, or if he 
did, he did not consider it of suf- 
ficient importance to mention it. 
Neither of these two theories will 
stand inspection. There are sev- 
eral reasons. 

1. The relationship between 
Paul and Luk@ argues against this 
theory of Paul’s ignorance of the 
manner of Christ’s birth. Modern 
scholarship concedes that the 
author of the Acts and of the third 
gospel is Luke, the- fellow-worker 
and companion of Paul. The book 
of Acts records his travels with 
the apostle, and Paul in his epistles 
(Col. 4:14; Philemon 24; II Tim. 
4:11) speaks of Luke. It is in- 
credible that these two fellow- 
travelerg on their long journeys 
should not have discussed every 
detail of the birth and life of 
Christ. Indeed, many scholars 
claim there is ‘a marked similarity 
between many statements in Luke 
and the epistles of Paul, indicat- 
ing the influence of the one over 
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the other. It is almost fata] to 
the modernist’s claim that Paul 
knew nothing of the virgin birth, 
when we remember his long as- 
gociation with Luke, one of the 
authors of that record. 


2. Paul's doctrine of sin and 
salvation mecessitates ai virgin- 
born Saviour. There igs strong 
presumptive evidence from a study 
of Paul’s doctrine of sin and his 
teaching concerning the _ sinless- 
nésa.of Christ, that the miraculous 
birth Was known to him and was 
essentially related to his Christ- 
ology. In Romans 7 he states 
that the seat of sin is in the flesh, 
i.e., corrupt human nature, which 
not being under the law of the 
Spirit is antagonistic to God. This 
sin-tainted human nature is uni- 
versal, for “all have sinned.” It 
ig evident that the apostle teaches 
a wniversal taint in human nature. 
It ig also clear that thig taint is 
derived through birth by the 
natural laws of propagation. No 
human being inheriting human 
nature by a natural mode of gen- 
eration can inherit that nature 
without inheriting with it al] that 
belongs to it. Such is fallen hu- 
man nature in the epistles of Paul. 
Only by a_ supernatural birth 
could that taint be avoided. 
Christ's sinlessness, in Paul’s 
thinking, must rest upon a birth 
that is not the result of natural 
generation. Consequently, Paul 
nowhere mentions an_ earthly 
father of Jesus. Joseph’s only 
claim to distinction in the entire 
New Testament is that he was 
the husband of Mary, and not as 
the father of Jesus concerning 
which the New Testament does not 
bear witness. 


S. Paul sets forth clearly the 
sinlessness of Jesus in relation to 
His redemptive work. Paul di- 
stinctly teaches that this Jesus 
“made of the seed of David accord- 
ing to the flesh,” “made of a 
woman,” was without sin. In I 
Corinthians 5:21, he is stil]' more 
explicit when he says, “For he 
hath made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin.” But Paul in- 
sists that those who have come 
into the world through natura! 
generation are sinners by nature 
and by practice without a single 
exception. If Paul did not know 
of the virgin birth, he could hardly 
have believed in Jesus’ sinlessness 
if He were born of sinning par- 
ents. Holding this doctrine of 
sin as he did, Pau] could hardly 
have conceived of the manner of 
Christ’s birth ag being unimport- 


ant. Paul was too serious a writer 
and too logical, not to have seen 
this irreconcilable discrepancy. 


Only his knowledge and accept- 


Yance of the virgin birth of Christ 


gives logic to his doctrine of the 
person and work of Christ. 

4. The summary of Paul’s posi- 
tion ag set forth in the epistles. 
Paul taught that al] mankind with- 
out exception sinned in Adam 
(Rom. 5:12: I Cor. 15:22). Adam 
was the federal head of the human 
family, and when he fell the whole 
human race fel] in him." Adam as 
the natural head of the human 
race transmitted to his posterity 
the bias toward sin, and thus con- 
taminated the race (Eph. 2:3). 
Therefore, Paul reasons, if men are 
to be saved from their sins there 
must come One into the race. who, 
while truly a man, has not de- 
scended by natural generation 
from Adam, and therefore has not 
inherited Adam’s guilt and sinful 
nature.. This One he identifies 
with the Christ of the gospels. 
He refers to this One as “the Lord 
from heaven” (I Cor. 15:45-47). 
He calls Him God’s Son (Rom. 
8:3). 

The effort to use Paul to 
weaken the doctrine of the virgin 
birth of Christ fails, for if Paul 
did not believe in the virgin birth 
hig theology ig a conglomeration 
of nonsense, and we have no key 
to it. 

When the birth @tories of Mat- 
thew and Luke are read in the 
light of the entire New Testament 
presentation of Jesus, they are not 
unreasonable, for in Jesus Christ 
we are dealing with a personality 
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about which absolutely everything 
is extraordinary. What would 
seem incredible by itself, or when 
affirmed of the average man, 
commendg itself ag quite normal 
with respect to Him. Dr. Reginald 
Campbell, an ex-modernist, says, 
“The whole life of Jesus is one 
long miracle. He Himself is the 
supreme miracle. Why hastily 
conclude, then, that in the manner 
of His birth, there could have been 
nothing supernatural, nothing dif- 
ferentiating Him from mankind 
at large?” There ig no basis in 
the New Testament for discarding 
the virgin birth or treating it as 
an unimportant doctrine, for it is 
the cornerstone of the doctrine 
of the deity of Jesus Christ. 
IS THE DOCTRINE OF THE 
VIRGIN BIRTH IMPORTANT? 
The leadership of the Northern 
Baptist Convention insists that 
even though the doctrine of the 
virgin birth of Christ be true, it 
should not be made a test of re- 
ligious fellowship. Missions Maga- 
zine, (March, 1946), referring to 
the foreign missions controversy, 
calls it a needless theological con- 
troversy. 


Gordon Poteat, a member of the 
ABFMS Board, writing in Baptist 
Freedom (Jan. 15, 1945) objects 
to making belief in the virgin birth 
of Christ a prerequisite to mission- 
ary appointment. The Rev. Wil- 
liam Park, Executive Secretary of 
the Nebraska Baptist Convention, 
refers to the present doctrinal con- 
troversy in the Convention as a 
division over’ “non-essentials.” 
(Nebraska Baptist Messenger, 
June, 1945) The American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board expressed 
this officially when by formal vote 
they refused to affirm the doctrine 
of the virgin birth of Christ as pre- 
requisite to missionary appoint- 
ment (Watchman-Examiner, 
March, 1946). There is a tendency 
in the present policies of the 
leadership of the Northern Baptist 
Convention to consider belief in 
the virgin birth irrelevant and to 
formulate its policies accordingly. 

WHAT SAITH THE 
SCRIPTURES? 


1. The reliability and integrity 
of the Scriptures depend upon the 
truth of the story and doctrine of 
the virgin birth, for in the Bible 
we have the only record of the 
birth, life and teachings of our 
Lord. 

If the account of the virgin 
birth is spurious, what guarantee 
do we have of the trustworthiness 
of these authors in other matters? 
Question the authenticity of the 
birth narratives and you must 
abandon the doctrine of the finalf 
authority of the New Testament 
in matterg of faith and practice. 
Challenge the authenticity of the 
stories of the virgin birth and on 
the same grounds you can chal- 
lenge the authenticity of the resur- 
rection and other events—as most 
modernists have done. Those who 
reject the miracle of the virgin 
birth sooner or-later reject other 
doctrines just as vital. The 
integrity of the New Testament 
depends upon the trustworthiness 
of the birth narratives. 

2. The deity of Christ is re- 
lated im the Scriptures te the 
virgin birth. The New Testament 
writers know nothing of an in- 
carnation of deity apart from the 
virgin birth. This theological 
fiction ig the invention of modern- 
ists and not the teaching of the 
New Testament writers. If Jesus 
was not born of a virgin, the Jews 
were right in saying that “He 
blasphemed when he being a man 
made himself God.” It is blas- 
phemy and sacrilege when a man 
born of human parents proclaims 
himself to be God. To deny the 
virgin birth is to give just grounds 
to the Jews for rejecting the 
claims of Christ. His claim to 
deity is closely related to the 
manner of Hig birth. 

If the pre-existence and virgin 
birth are denied, our Lord ig re- 
duced to the level of a religious 
genius removed but little above 
Socrateg and other sages. It is 
therefore in the interest of the full 
New Testament presentation of 
Christ that we contend for the 
virgin birth. Jesus is the product 
of something infinitely higher than 
mere nature, for He was “con- 
ceived of the Holy Ghost, born of 
the virgin Mary” as the New 
Testament church believed. To 


deny, the .virgin birth is to substi. | 


‘ 


TT 


tute a fictional Christ for the 
Christ of the New Testament. 

3. The sinlessness of Jesus is 
related to His virgin birth. The 
sinlessness of Jesus is a fact pro- 
claimed in the New Testament. 
Even the bitterest foes of Chris- 
tianity have been constrained to 
admit and praise the stainless 
moral character of Jesus Christ, 
The whole world has confessed, 
“We find no fault in Him.” 

The modernist must either deny 
His ginlessness or account for His 
moral perfection. The product is 
akingto the producer and moral 
perfection could not characterize 
the son of Joseph and Mary, im- 
perfect parents. If Joseph and 
Mary could have produced a sin- 
less son this would have been as 
great a miracle as the virgin birth. 
This the modernists know, so 
they openly deny the virgin birth 
and directly or indirectly His 
sinlessness. It is still unpopular 
to point out the “sins” of Jesus so 
their unbelief of His sinlessness 
is often concealed by verbal 
camouflage, 


The sinlessness of Jesus depends 
upon His virgin birth. You can 
never satisfactorily explain an 
absolute sinlesg being on a purely 
natural basis, so the modernist 
must deny both His supernatural 
birth and His sinlessnessa. The 
Christian must accept the story 
of His virgin birth if he ie to 
accept His sinlessness. To refuse 
to accept His sinlessnesg is to 
lose a Saviour, for a sinning man 
cannot qualify as the Saviour of 
the world and the Lord of life. 


4. The Saviourhood of Jesus is 
dependent upon His virgin birth. 
Two “Christs” are offered to the 
church today: the mythical 
“Christ” of the modernists and 
the Christ of the Scriptures. 


Professor Josiah Royce (retired) 


of Harvard, in “The Problem of 
Christianity,” summarizes for us 
the Christ who is offered by the 
modernists as the world’s 
“Saviour.” “The modern mind” 
he thinks, hag accepted the his- 
torical criticism of the Christian 
Scriptures, and settled down to 
the conviction that the story of 
Jesus is so overlaid with mytho- 
logical rubbish of one kind or 
another that no fact about Him 
can be received as certain. The 
‘modern mind” has ‘also accepted 
the philosophy of evolution and 
settled down in the conviction that 
the whole universe is one organ- 
ism, and that everything, without 
exception, must be held to be the 
product of cosmic growth. The 
“modern man” consequently, finds 
himself with a dead Bible in one 
hand and a live world in the other. 
Criticism has rejected the written 
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When the Fire Fell 


Again In 


America 
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wight down at His feet. It seemed 
to me a reality that He stood be- 
fore me, and I fell down at His 
feet and poured out my soul to 
Mim. I wept aloud like a child, 
and made such confessiong as I 
eould with my choked utterance. 
KM seemed to me that I bathed His 
feet with my tears; and yet I had 
mo distinct impression that I 
touched Him. 

“As I turned and wag about to 
take a seat by the fire, I received 
a mighty baptism of the Holy 


‘@khost. Without any expectation 
‘of it, without evér Having the 
‘thought in my mind that there 
‘was any such thing for me, with- 


* 


| 
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jot at all get the .abtention. of. the 


out any recollection that I had 
ever heard the thing mentioned 
by any person in the world, the 
Holy Spirit descended. upon me 
in & manner that seemed to go 
through me, body and soul. I 
could feel the impression, like a 
wave of electricity, going through 
and through me. Indeed it seemed 
‘to come in waves and waves of 
Mquidg love; for I could not express 
it in any other way. It seemed 
like the very breath of God. I can 
recollect distinctly that it seemed 
to fan me, like immense wings. 

“No words can express the 
wonderful love that was shed 
abroad in my heart. I wept aloud 
with joy and love; and I do not 
know but I should say, I literally 
bellowed out the unutterable gush- 
tings of my heart. These waves 
@ame over me, and over me, and 
over me, one after the other, until 
I recollect I cried out, ‘I shall die 
if these waves continue to pass 
over me.’ I said, ‘Lord, I cannot 
bear any more’; yet I had no fear 
of death.” 

Mr. Finney began his ministry 
in the towns and villages in the 
district where he was living. 
Then, filled with the Spirit of 
God, he went on to an everwiden- 
ing evangelistic ministry both in 
the United States and in the 
British Isles. 


In Sodom 


One of the most remarkable 
experiences’ of Mr. Finney’s 
evangelistic work occurred in. a 
district in New York that was so 
ungodly that it was nicknamed 
“Sodom.” There was only one 
godly man in the place and they 
ealled him “Lot.” Thig man in- 
vited Mr. Finney to preach in a 
school house in the community but 
said nothing to him about the 
place being called, “Sodom.” When 
Mr. Finney arrived on the scene 
the building was filled to over- 
flowing. The evangelist cried to 
God to give him the message that 
would make the deepest impres- 
sion upon the hearts of the people 
that were present. The Lord, by 
Mis Spirit, gave him a strong sug- 
gestion that he should speak on 
the wickedness of Sodom. The 
evangelist obeyed the leading of 
the Lord and began to speak. He 
had not been speaking long until 
he noticed a strange commotion 
@mong the people. He tells of his 
experience as follows: 

“T had not spoken to them more 
than a quarter-:of an hour, when 
@t at once an awful solemnity 
geemed to settle down upon them; 
the congregation began to fall 
from their seats in every direction, 
amd oried for merey. If I had 
had a sword in each hand, I could 
mot have cut them off their seats 
as fast as they fell. Indeed nearly 
the whole congregation were 
either on their knees or prostrate, 
I should think, in lesg than two 
minutes from this first shock that 
fell upon them. Every one prayed 
for himself who was able to speak 
wm all. 

“Of course I was obliged to stop 
preaching; for they no longer paid 
any attention. I saw the old man 
who had invited me there to 
reach, sitting about in the middle 

the house, and looking around 
with utter amazement. I-raised 
my voice almost to a scream, to 
make him hear, and pointing to 
him said, ‘Can’t you pray?’ He 
instantly fell upon his knees, and 
with a stentorian voiee poured 


phn c 
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people. I then spake ag loudly as 
I could, and tried to make them 
attend to me. I said to them, 
“You are not in Hell yet; and now 


let me direct you to Christ.’ For 
a few moments I tried to hold 
forth the gospel to them; but 


scarcely any of them paid any at- 
tention. My heart wag so over- 
flowing with joy at such a scene 
that I could hardly contain my- 
self. It was with much difficulty 
that I refrained from shouting and 
giving glory to God. : 

“As soon as I could sufficiently 
control my feelings I turned to a 
young marr who was close to me 
and was engaged in praying for 
himself, laid my hand on his 
shoulder, thus getting hig atten- 
tion, and preached in his ear Jesus. 
As soon as [| got his attention to 
the cross of Christ, he believed, 
was calm and quiet for a minute 
or two and then broke out in pray- 
ing for others. I then turned to 
another, and took the same course 
with him, with the same result; 
and then another, and another. 

“There was too much interest 
and there were too many wounded 
souls to dismiss the meeting; and 
so it was held all night. In the 
morning there were still those 
there that could not get away; 
and they were carried to a private 
house in the neighborhood, to 
make room for the school. In 
the afternoon they sent for me to 
come down there, as they could 
not yet break up the meeting.” 

In Utica, New York 

Sometimes the Spirit of God 
seemed to hover, in a very re- 
markable manner, over the com- 
munity where many souls were 
being convicted and saved. In 
speaking of his revival meetings 
at Utica, New York, Mr. Finney 
says: “Our meetings were crowd- 
ed every night, ang the work went 
on powerfully. The place became 
filled with the manifest influence 
of the Holy Spirit.” 


A sheriff was converted who 
boarded at the largest hotel in the 
place. Mr. Finney said: “That 
hotel became a centre of spiritual 
influence, and many were con- 
verted there. The stages, ag they 
passed through, stopped at the 
hotel; and so powerful was the 
impression in the community that 
[ heard of several cases of per- 
sons that just stopped for a meal, 
or to spend a night, being power- 
fully convicted and converted be- 
fore they left the town. Indeed, 
both in this place and in Rome 
(N. Y¥.), it was a common remark 
that nobody could be in the town, 
Or pass through it, without being 
aware of the presence of God; that 
a divine influence seemed to per- 
vade the place and the whole 
atmosphere to be instinct with a 
divine life.” 

It was during the revival at 
Utica, New York, that the Spirit 
of God fell upon the workers of 
a large factory in a very extra- 
ordinary manner. Mr. Finney had 
conducted a meeting at the school 
house near the factory. A number 
of the employees attended the 
meeting and were deeply im- 
pressed. The next morning Mr. 


| Finney went to visit the factory 


where his brother-in-law wag the 
superintendent. In his autobi- 
ography he tells of the remarkable 
scene that followed: 

“The next morning, after break- 
fast, I went into the factory to 
look around it. As I went 
through, I observed there was a 
good deal of agitation among 
those who were busy at their 
looms, and their mules, and other 
implements of work. On passing 
through one of the apartments, 
where a great number of young 
women were attending to their 
weaving, I observed a couple of 
them eyeing me and speaking very 
earnestly to each other; and I 
could see that they were a good 
deal agitated, although they both 
laughed. I went slowly toward 
them. They saw me: coming and 
were evidently much excited. One 
of them was trying to mend a 
broken thread and I observed that 
her hands trembled so that she 
could not mend it. I approached 


himself, put to God; but he did slowly, ‘looking on each side at the 
 hachinery ad ‘I passed; « but’ ob- | 
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served that this girl grew more 
and more agitated, ang could not 
proceed with her work. When I 
came within eight or ten feet of 
her, I looked solemnly at her. 
She observed it and was quite 
overcome, and sunk down and 
burst into tears. The impression 
caught almost like powder, and in 
a few moments nearly all in the 
room were in tears. This feeling 
spread through the factory. 


“Mr. W , the owner of the 
establishment, was present, and 
seeing the state of things, he 
said to the superintendent, ‘Stop 
the mill, and let the people attend 
to religion; for it is more import- 
ant that our souls should be saved 
than that this factory run.’ The 
gate was immediately shut down, 
and the factory; but where should 
we assemble? The superintendent 


suggested that the mule room wag 
large; and, the mules being run yp, 
we could assemble there. We 4id 
so, and a more powerful meeting 
I scarcely ever attended. It went 
on with great power. The build- 
ing was large and had many 
people in it, from the garret to the 
cellar. The revival went through 
the mill with astonishing power, 
and in the course of a few days 
nearly all in the mill were hope- 
fully converted.” 
In Philadelphia 


Powerful revival] meetings were 
conducted by Mr. Finney im 
Philadelphia and nearby cities. 
Multitudes were saved, and great 
numbers of Christians were 
wondrously quickened in the faith. 
During the meetings in Philadel- 
phia some lumbermen came down 
to the city from what wag called 


the “lumber extending 
along the headwaters of the Dela- 


ware River. 


region,” 


These visitors caught 
the revival fire and carrieg it 
back to the scattered lumbermen 
in the forests of the “lumber 
region.” 

A revival followed that was one 
of the most unique in the annalg of 
evangelism. Mr. Finney tells how 
the fire spread among the scat- 
tered people living in the forests 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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were hopefully converted. They 
went back into the wilderness and 
began to pray for the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit and to tell the 
people around them what they had 
seen in Philadelphia and to exhort 
them to attend their salvation. 
Their efforts were immediately 
blessed, and the revival began to 
take hold and to spread among 
those lumbermen. It went on in 
a most powerful and remarkable 
manner. It spread to such an 
extent that in many cases persons 
would be convicted and converted 
who had not attended any meet- 
ings and .who were almost as ig- 
norant as heathen. Men who 
were getting out lumber, and were 
living in little shanties alone, or 
where two or three or more were 
together, would be seizeq with 
such conviction that it would lead 
them to wander off and inquire 
what they should do; and they 
would be converted, and thus the 
revival spread. There was the 
greatest simplicity manifested by 
the converts. 


“Later two or three men from 
this lumber region came there to 
gee me, and to inquire how they 
could get some ministers to go in 
there. They said that not less 
than five thousand people had been 
converted in that lumber region; 
that the revival had extended it- 
self along for eighty miles, and 
there was not a single minister of 
the gospel there.” 


Intercessory Prayer 


Intercessory prayer was the 
very center and cornerstone of the 
revival under Mr. Finney. He 
said: 


“Not only were prayer meetings 
greatly multiplied and fully at- 
tended, not only was there great 
solemnity in those meetings, but 
there was a mighty spirit of secret 
prayer. Christians prayed a great 
deal— many of them would spend 
hours in private prayer. It was 
also the case that two or more 
would take the promise: “If two of 
you shall agree on earth as touch- 
ing anything that they shal] ask, it 
shall be done for them of my 
Father which is in heaven,’ and 
make some particular person a 
subject of prayer; and it was 
wonderful to what an extent they 
prevailed. Answers to prayer 
were so manifestly multiplied on 
every side, that no one could 
escape the conviction that God 
was daily and hourly answering 
prayer,” 

Finney further said: “If any- 
thing occurred to threaten to hurt 


*the work, if there was an appear- 


ance of any root of bitterness 
springing up, or any tendency to 
fanaticism or disordef, Christians 
would take the alarm and give 
themselves to prayer that God 
would direct ang control all things, 
and it was surprising to see to 
what extent, and by what means, 
God would remove obstacles out 
of the way in answer to prayer. 

“Prayer ig an essential link in 
the chain of causes that lead to a 
revival just as much as truth is. 
Some have zealously used truth to 
eonvert men, and laid very little 
stress upon prayer. They have 
preached, and talked, and distrib- 
uted tracts with great zeal and 
then wondered why they had so 
little success. And the reason was 
that they had forgotten to use the 
other branch of the means, effect-/ 
val prayer. They overlooked the 
fact that truth by itself will never 
produce the effect, without the 
Spirit of God, and that the Spirit 
is given in answer to earnest 
prayer.” 

On one occasion Finney went to 
Rochester, New York, to hold a 
series of revival meetings. Abel 
Cleary went to Rochester also, but 
not to attend the meetings. He 
rented a room and while Finney 
preached Abel Cleary prayed. He 
interceded with God in an agony 
for souls. The Spirit of God was 


cities. Then the movement spread 
with lightning-like rapidity 
throughout the land. In Phila- 
delphia it is said that three thou- 
sand people attended the noonday 
prayer meetings. ahd in Chicago 
some two thousand were in at- 
tendance day by day. In one of 
Mr. Finney’s meetings in Boston 
aman arose and said: “I am from 
Omaha, in Nebraska. On my 
journey East I have found a con- 
tinuous prayer meeting all the 
way. We call it two thousand 
miles from Omaha to Boston; and 
here was a prayer meeting about 
two thousand miles in extent.” 

Men of al] Classes Reached 

The entire country was stirred 
by these noonday prayer meetings. 
In his History of American Re- 
vivals Mr. Beardsley said: 


“Men of all classes and condi- 
tions attended the services. Capi- 
talists and laborers, manufacturers 
and artisans, professional men, 
merchants and clerks, butchers 
and bakers, men from every walk 
in life were represented from day 
to day. Draymen would drive up 
to the curb stone and securing 
their teams, would enter the serv- 
ice long enough for the singing of 
a hymn or a season of prayer, and 
then be off to their work.” 

“Reporters were detailed to 
narrate the progress of the meet- 
ings. Startling headlines called 
the attention of the public to the 
latest ‘Revival News’ of the day, 
and for the time being, criminal 
trials, politics, casualities, etc., 
were overshadowed by the re- 
markable religious interest which 
had been awakened. At one time 
the New York dailies published 
severa] extras filled with accounts 
of the progress of the work in 
various parts of the land.” 

Rev. John Shearer in his book 
on Old Time Revivals says: “In 
answer to the Church’s united cry, 
ascending from all parts of the 
land, the Spirit of God in a very 
quiet way, and suddenly, through- 
out the whole extent of the United 
States, renewed the Church's life, 
and awakened in the community 
around it a great thirst for God. 
When the Church awoke to the 
full consciousness of the miracle. 
it found that from east to west, 
and from north ang south, the 
whole land was alive with daily 
prayer meetings. And it was in 
these daily united prayer meet- 
ings that the great majority of 
these conversions, of all ages and 
classes, took place. 

Unusual Manifestations of Power 

“The divine fire appeared in the 
most unlikely quarters. A large 
number of the aged were gathered 
in. White-haired penitents knelt 
with little children at the throne of 
grace. Whole families of Jews 
were brought to their Messiah. 
Deaf mutes were reached by the 
glad tidings, and though their 
tongues were still their faces so 
shone that they became effective 
messengers of the gospel. The 
most hardened infidels were 
melted, some being led to Christ 
by the hand of a little child. : 

“Nor was the blessing confined 
to the land. The Spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the water, 
and a multitude of seamen saw a 
great light. It was as if a vast 
cloud of blessing hovered over the 
land and sea. And ships, as they 
drew near the American ports, 
came within the zone of heavenly 
influence. Ship after ship arrived 
with the same tale of sudden con- 
viction and conversion. It was 
wonderful beyond words! In one 
ship a captain and the entire crew 
of thirty men found Christ out at 
sea and entered the harbor re- 
joicing. 

“The North Carolina—a battle- 
ship of the United States Navy— 
lay in the harbor of New York. 
Her complement was about a 
thousand men. Amongst these 
were four Christians who discover- 
ed their spiritual kinship and 


agreed to meet for prayer. They 
were permitted to use a very re- 
tired part of the ship, on a deck 
far below the water line. Here, 
then, they gathered one evening. 
They were only four men, but they 
were a united band. They repre- 
sented three denominations, one 
being an Episcopalian, another a 
Presbyterian, while two were 
Baptists. 


“As they knelt in the dim light 
of a tiny lamp, the Spirit of God 
suddenly filled their hearts “with 


such joy of salvation that they 
burst into song. The strange 
|sweet strain rose to the decks 
above, and there created great 


astonishment. Their ungodly ship- 
mates came running down. They 
came to mock, but the mighty 
power of God had been liberated 
by rejoicing faith. It gripped 
them, and in one moment their 
derisive laugh was changed into 
the cry of penitent sinners! Great 
fellows, giants in stature, and 
many of them giants in sin, were 
literally smitten down, and knelt 
humbly beside the four like little 
children. 


“A most gracious work straight- 
way began in the depths of the 
great ship. Night after night the 
prayer meeting was held, and con- 
versions took place daily. Soon 
they had to send ashore for help, 
and ministers joyfully came out 
to assist. A large number were 
added to the various churches, and 
the battleship became a veritable 
House of God! The North Caro- 
lina was a receiving ship, from 
which men were constantly draft- 
ed to other ships. 


“The converts of the revival 
were scattered throughout the 
navy. A revival convert is a burn- 
ing brand. The holy fire spread 
rapidly from ship to ship. Wher- 
ever the converts went they start- 
ed a prayer meeting and became 
a soul-winning band. Thus ship 
after ship left the harbor of New 
York for foreign seas, each carry- 
ing its band of rejoicing converts, 
and the fire of God was borne to 
the ends of the earth.” 


500,000 Conversions 


Dr. Beardsley in his History of 
American Revivals speaks of the 
numerica] results of the revival of 
1857: “For a period of six to eight 
weeks, when the revival was at 
its height, it wag estimated that 
fifty thousand persons were con- 
verted weekly throughout’ the 
country, and as the revival lasted 
for more than a year, it becomes 
evident that the sum total of con- 
versions reach a figure that was 


enormous. Conservative judges 
have placed the number of con- 
verts, in this great spiritual 


awakening, at five hundred thous- 
and.” 


As we marvel at these glorious 
results, let us not fail to remem- 
ber that they came to pass in ré- 
sponse to a great: volume of in- 
tercessory prayer! 


This is the second in a series of 
articles taken from _ the. book, 
WHEN THE FIRE FELL, by 


George T. B. Davis and presented 
to the readers of THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD by the kind per- 
mission of the author. 

Copies of this book, containing 
eight chapters, 110 pages, paper 
cover, may be secured at twenty- 
five cents each, postpaid. 

Order from THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD PUBLISHERS 

214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois, 

or from the publishers: 
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Wonderful Saviour 


(Continued from Page 1) 


certain sense Jesus is the Son of 
God as nobody else is God’s son. 
Dr. Reveal, you are God’s child, 
put not in the same sense as the 
eternal, the only begotten Son of 
God, Christ. So, then, here is 
the wonderful Saviour who came 
as God’s own Son in human form. 
Oh, God gave a son! 

There is John 3:16 back. in 
Isaiah 9:6, isn’t it! There is John 
3:16: “God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten 
Son ,that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” That is what 
Isaiah is telling us. This wonder- 
ful coming of a wonderfu] Saviour 
included His deity as well as His 
humanity. 


8. This wonderful Saviour must 
have all preeminence, all power. 


Notice next the Scripture says: 
“And the government shall be up- 
on his shoulder.” This wonderful 
coming, then, was of One who is 
humanity, One who is God and 
One who is going to take over the 
rulership of the whole earth and 
of the heavens and of the universe. 

We ought to take the shoes off 
our feet when we come to think 
about the Saviour, for God has 
planned that everything shal] be 
in His hands. Do not think you 
can ignore Jesus Christ and get 
away with it! Jesus said in John 
5:20-23: “For the Father loveth 
the Son, and sheweth him all 
things that himself doeth: and he 
will shew him greater works than 
these, that ye may marvel. For 
as the Father raiseth up the dead, 
and quickeneth them; even so the 
Son quickeneth whom he will. For 
the Father judgeth no man, but 
hath committed all judgment un- 
to the Son: That all men should 
honour the Son, even as they hon- 
our the Father. He that honour- 
eth not the Son honoureth not the 
Father which has sent him.” 

I want you to notice that the 
Father says, in effect, “I tell My 
Son everything. Everything I do, 
He can do. As the Father can 
raise the.dead, the Son can raise 
the dead= “Instead of judging 
things Myse?tf, I turn it all over 
to My Son, Jesus.” 

Somebody-says, “Well, there will 
be a great.judgment day when 
everybody comes to face God.” 
Do you know the God you will 
have to face? It will be this 
Jesus Christ! On that great 
white judgment throne will sit, 
not the Father who is Spirit, but 
the visible Son of God, Jesus with 
a man’s body, Jesus with marks 
in His hands, Jesus with a scar in 
His side, Jesus with the nailprints 
in His feet; the Lord Jesus that 
they saw when He was raised 
from the dead, the Lord Jesus in 
whose hands and side, they felt 
the scars! I say that to Jesus 
God has committed all judgment. 
This wonderful, wonderful coming 
of a wonderful Saviour! Oh, His 
humanity, and His deity, and His 
all-inclusiveness! 

Paul saw this and had it writ- 
ten down by divine inspiration. 
Colossians 1:15 says, “Who is the 
image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn ‘of every creature: For 
by him were all things created, 
that are in heaven, and that are 
in earth, visible and_ invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or do- 
minions, or principalities, or pow- 
ers: all things were created by 
him, and for him.” He is the 
One who created all things. He 
is the One who is going to rule 
over all. He is the One who holds 
everything together. The Father 
said, ‘Jesus Christ has to be every- 
thing. Jesus Christ is going to 
run everything.’ ‘The government 
shall be uon his shoulder.” That 
is what Isaiah wrote down 740 
years before Jesus came, in 
Isaiah 9:6. 

Let us read further in the first 
chapter of Colossians: “And he is 
before all things, and by him all 
things consist.” Jesus was the 
first-born of the Father. He was 
before anything was created, and 
everything that was _ created, 
Jesus did it. When God said 
in Genesis, “Let us make 


‘man,” He was saying to His Son, 


“Go ahead. You know what I 
want and I leave it up to You 
to do it.” So the Son created 


everything that was created. Now 
do you know why the moon goes 
right around the earth every 
twenty-eight days and never flies 
off in space? Jesus Christ does 
that, for in Him “all things con- 
sist.” In Jesus Christ everything 
holds together, Do you know why 
the earth goes around the sun 
that sun is ninety-two million 
miles away—in its regular course 
every 365 days? Jesus Christ 
holds the solar system together. 
You can set a top to spinning and 
it will spin and run down. The 
earth does not. But if you had 
Jesus to hold the top and keep it 
spinning, it would keep on spin- 
ning. Well, Jesus keeps spinning 
the earth and Jesus keeps run. 
ning the universe. 

Do+ryou know why you did not 
die last night? Do you know why 


you kept on breathing? Jesus 
Christ kept you breathing. “By 
him all things consist.” ‘“‘The gov- 


ernment shall be upon His shoul- 
der.” All things shall be put into 
His hands — all knowledge, all 
power, all wisdom, all judgment, 
all rulership. Everything, - the 
Father says, is going to be in His 
hands. So the Father said be- 
fore Jesus was ever born, “The 
government shall be upon his 
shoulder.” Many a father who 
builds a big business and then has 
a son to come on, says, “Oh, won't 
it be wonderful when I can turn 
my business over to my son and 
he will make it go!’”’ And so the 
heavenly Father said, ‘I will turn 
everything over to Jesus Christ, 


My Son.’ “The government shall 
be up his shoulder.” 
“And he is the head of the 


body, the church,” Colossians 1:18 
says, “who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead; that in 
all things he might have the pre- 
eminence. For it pleased the 
Father that in him should al] ful- 
ness dwell.” In everything Jesus 
has to be first, for He is the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily. He 
is God in human form. 

In Philippians 2:9-11 the same 
doctrine is taught. There’ the 
Seripture says, “Wherefore God 
also hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above 
every name: That at the name 


‘of Jesus every knee should bow. 


.”’ They do not now, but they 
will! Some people curse and 
swear now. They never mention 
the name of God except in blas- 
phemy and cursing; but there will 
come a time when every knee will 
bow, some trembling and weeping, 
some begging to die, some begging 
the rocks and the mountains to fall 
on them. But every knee is going 
to bow. Everybody in Hell is go- 
ing to see Jesus and bow to Him 
one of these days. Everybody in 
Heaven will be so glad to bend 
the knee to Jesus Christ. 

“  .. of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under 
the earth,” the Scripture says. 
Can you see the glad time when 
everybody in Heaven bows the 
knee to Jesus Christ and praises 
Him and everybody in Hell has to 
bow the knee, too—everybody in 
the world bows the knee to Jesus 
Christ? That time is coming. 
The government shall be upon His 
shoulder. 

“And that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.” 
Isn’t this a wonderful coming of 
a wonderful Saviour—a child is 
born and a Son is given, and the 
government shall be upon His 
shoulder. 


Il. The Wonderful Names of 
the Saviour 

Now, second, I want you to no- 
tice the wonderful names of our 
wonderful Lord. 

1. “And his name shall be call- 
ed Wonderful.” 

It is a name above every name. 
Look through the song books and 
you will find that many of the 
song writers were led by the 
Spirit and so they were much 
wiser than some of the theolog- 
ians. Anybody moved by the 
Spirit of God to write a good song 
just has to brag on Jesus! 

Jesus, the very thought of Thee 

With sweetness fills my breast, 
says the song writer. A chorus 
Says, 

I think He is wonderful, 

In His love so free; 


I think He is wonderful, 
But I wonder what He thinks 
of me. 


Wonderful name He bears, 

Wonderful crown He wears, 
Wonderful blessings His triumphs 

afford; 

Wonderful Calvary; 

grace for me, 
Wonderful love of my wonderful 
Lord! 

Wonderful here means miracu- 
lous. Everything about Jesus was 
a miracle. Don’t you ever say 
Jesus is a good man. He is not; 
He is more than that. Somebody 
came and said, “Good Master 
(That is like saying, ‘Good 
preacher,” “good rabbi,” or “good 
teacher’), what good thing shail 
I do that I may have eternal life? 
And he said unto him, Why call- 
est thou me good? there is none 


wonderfu: 


good but one, that is, God” (Matt. 
19: 16, 17). Jesu: was saying, 
“If you do not admit that I am 
God, do not call me good. You 
cannot praise Me unless you admit 
I am God incarnate: that I am 
God come in human form.” He 


is the miracle Saviour, born by a 
miracle, conceived in the womb 
of a virgin withovt any human 
father. The vay He lived was a 
miracle. The fact that He never 
sinned was a miracle. You could 
not say that you have done that. 
Nobody who ever lived could 
honestly Say it except Jesus. He 
is the miracle One . He was mir- 
acuously raised from the dead, the 
firstborn of every creature and 
the first fruits of the resurrection. 
Everything about Him is  won- 
derful in the sense that it is full 
of miracles! 

People ought to come to God 
with awe. That is the reason that 
we, in the Lord’s Prayer, pray, 
“Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name.” O God, 
before I say anything or ask any- 


thing, let my heart be reverent 
before Thee. 
“Holy, holy, holy is what the 


angels sing.” 

His name shall be full of awe. 
His name shall be full of wonder 
Everything about Him is miracu- 
lous, is supernatural, is great. 

I will tell you the curse I think 


1946 before our orthodox, 


Christian friends 


to expand into a great Chris- | 
tian university at Greenville, 
South Carolina. Many of our | 


friends make up their minds in orthodox, 
tured, They go out with a pas- 


the early part of the year 
about how much they are go- 
ing to contribute during the 
year to the Lord’s work. So 
our earnest appeal to some of 
you got in rather late in 1946. 
But this appeal will not be too 
late in 1947, 


We do not feet that Bob 
Jones College is entitled to all 
| the money Christian 


‘scores of others who were re- 
people | 


| give to the Lord’s work. We 
do, however, feel that on the 
basis of the work the college is 
doing and because of the Chris- 
tian influence of the school in 
| many parts of the world and 
| because of the aggressive, | 
| evangelistic, orthodox . testi- | 
| mony which the institution is 
giving in this day of moral | 


looseness and great 
chaos that the institution is en- 
titled to a share in the contri- 


making our appeal to the orth- 
odox Christians to help us car- 
ry the burden in 1947, 


Remember, Bob Jones Col- 
lege is a corporation not for 


profit. It does not belong to 
anyone. It belongs to God. Re- 
member, we are training young 
people to become orthodox 


Christian leaders. These young 
people come from all the states 
and we have thifty-two. this 
year from foreign 


spiritual] | 
P ‘have some of this money in 


'1947: and we need it as 


butions which God's. people 
make to His work. We are, | 
therefore, without apology 


Statement From Dr. Bob Jones 


FOUNDER OF BOB JONES COLLEGE, CLEVELAND, TENN. 
It was rather late in the year | |Last year eleven of our grad- 


knew that |Our school for the foreign mis- 
Bob Jones College was planning | Sion field. Bob Jones College is 


| sively evangelistic. Students 
go out from the school not just 
educated, and cul- 


promise you we will not waste 


financial] 


| 


countries. | 


uvuating class were trained in 


not just orthodox. It is aggres- 


sion for souls. The institution 
is not only orthodox in its 
statement of creed; it is also 
definitely and aggressively spir- 
itual. On the opening night of 
this school year, 1946-47, there 
were scores of young people 
who came to the Lord Jesus 
Christ for the first time and 


stored to Christian fellowship. 
As far as we know, every one 
of the almost 1,900 students 
who were matriculated the first 
semester went home for the 
Christmas holidays having a 
real Christian experience. 


If you believe in the type of 
work Bob Jones College is do- 
ing and .if you have any of 
God’s money, we would like to 


early 
in the year as possible. We 
any money you invest in our 
university building program. 
Every penny you send will be 
spent carefully and prayerfully. 


So please help us and do it 
as quickly as possible. Re- 
member, you can help us in 
the three following ways: 

First: You can pray for us. 

Second: You can make some 
contribution. 

Third: You can ask 
friends to help us. 

BOB JONES 


—A AY. 


your 


is on the churches today. 


i 
I will | ed Wonderful.” 


| 


I would rather 
|have a Salvation Army group out 
on the street corner beating a 
drum and blowing their horns as 
loudly as they can with some jin- 


gle, some kind of a jazz tune that 


tell you the curse I think is on 
the preachers today and much of 
our preaching—-God help us poor 
preachers! I will tell you the 
curse that I think is on a lot of 
the Sunday School teachers. It is | 
that there is no awe in our atti- 


Christ; there is no 
there is no worder in 
hallelujah in it. 
“His name shall be call- 


tude toward 
glory in it; 
it: there is 
God said. 


no 


has been turned over to Chrisiian 
words, but somebody with praises 


in their hearts and tears running 


, down their faces, 


getting drunk- 


|ards made sober and harlots made 


(Continued on Page 6) 
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bered Rachel, 


Tears in Heaven. 


‘ 


“Behold the Man!” 
God become man. 
sinners, 


A> 


QO00O0 00 


dead! 


tion of Elijah’s God! 


we can ask or think! 


of His power! 
need and more! 


The Torn Veil. 


torn down! 


blessedly clear. 


be most grateful. 


chapter. 
KNOW it has blessed hundreds. 


postpaid, only 


“And God Remembered .. . 

Noah; God remembered Abraham: He remem- 
and Hannah. 
His promises and He remembers His children! 
A wonderful sermon of comfort and joy! 


A strange, unusual title, but a 
moving and powerful message. Tears of shame 
over our negligence, 
judgment of Christians; 
the loss of works burned. 
press you unforgettably! 


A warm portrayal of Christ, 

A warmly urgent appeal to 
a new understanding of the Man of 
Sorrows for Christians are in this sermon on 
the humanity of the God-man. 


“Where Is the Lord God of Elijah?” 
He still answers prayer and works mir- 
acles for those who trust Him. 
will be strengthened by this mighty presenta- 


The Exceeding Abundantly Able God. More than 
No human mind has ever 
yet sounded the depths of God’s ableness, no 
human need has ever yet exhausted the bounds 
And more wonderful than His 
ability is His willingness to do for us all we 


Perhaps you have read, “The veil 
of the temple was rent in twain...” 
realizing the potent significance of it for us. 
The barriers between us and God have been 
The way into the Holy of Holies, 
of free salvation and full assurance are made 


Six unusual messages. We believe you will find each 
one worth $1.00 alone, yet the price for all six, bound in 
a beautiful cloth gift edition, is only $1.00. This is a book 
every Christian needs and one for which any friend would 
There are 123 pages, and the book is 
illustrated with special drawings at the beginning of each 
We believe it is an unusual book buy, and we 


Six Valuable Sermons, 


IN THE BOOK 


By DR. JOHN R. RICE 
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SIX FULL-LENGTH MESSAGES 
“And God Remembered... 


God remembered 


He remembered 


“A precious, 
every Christian heart. 
‘different.’ 
searching power——we bless God for their 
definite 
Eveneel. 


God-anointed volume for 
His sermons are 
They pulsate with life and 
Fellowship 


gospel testimony.” 


tears of terror in the 


tears of sorrow over 
This sermon will im- 


He is not 


How your faith 


without 


oe eS ee 


will 


with 


brought home by the effective use of apt 
illustrations.” 


“How any Christian can read this mes- 
sage and not be stirred to more faithful 
witnessing it is 
one of the messages is vital and packed 


School Times. 


. Six unusually readable sermons. 
- devotional messages, and they 
really stir the heart. Truth is 


"—-Grace and Truth. 


hard to see ... Each 
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Wonderful sur 


(Continued from Page 5) 

re and infidels made into saints 
ot God—I would rather have that, 
I do not care how crude it is; if 
it has some glory in it and some 
wonder in it, I would rather have 
it than the most pious service 
in a big cathedral or a big, nice 
@hurch with no shout, with no 

aise, no tears, no glory. God 
aches us! Let’s get back the 
fire! “His name shall be called 
Wonderful.” 


So many Christians have Christ- 
mas without any praise. I am a 
poor example, but I went around 
for days exalted. I wanted to talk 
about this Scripture on Christmas 
Day to my loved ones, my own 
family, while they ate or worked 
or played. Instead of eating 
Christmas dinner and enjoying the 
fellowship, I felt all the day long 
that I wanted to sing about the 
wonderful Saviour. Wonderful! 
“His name shall be called Wonder- 
ful.”’ 


Ic there any wonder in your 
heart today? Do you have this 
glow in your heart today? That 
is what Jesus is—‘“His name shall 
be called Wonderful.” 


Now notice further: “His name 
shall be called ‘ ‘ ‘ Counsellor.” 

Jesus has all the knowledge of 
@od. Did I not read to you in 
John, chapter 5, where the Scrip- 
ture says that the Father tells the 
Son everything He will do? The 
Father tells His Son all about it. 
Jesus knows everything, so He is 
the wisdom of God. Some people 
think the gospel is foolishness, 
but no, Christ is “the wisdom of 
God and the power of God’’; and 
so He is the mighty Counsellor. 
That is one of His names. 


Do you have trouble? Tell it 
to Jesus. 
Are you weary, are vou heavy 
hearted ? 
Tell it to Jesus, tell it to 
Jesus, 


That is the thing to do—tell it 
to Jesus. He is the One who can 
solve your problems. He is the 
@ne who can bring light in the 
darkness. He will show you the 
way out. His name is Counsellor. 
“His name Shall be called Won- 
derful, Counsellor.” Why don’t you 
say, “He is going to be my boss, 
my advisor, my lawyer, my assist- 
ant; He will.take care of the 
problems” ? 

3. Jesus is “the Mighty God.” 

His name shall be called Wonder 
ful, Counsellor, The mighty God. 
“Now,” you say, “who is he talk- 
ing about?” I am talking about 
Jesus. 

“Aren't you talking about God 
the Father?” 

No, I am talking about God the 
Bon. Jesus is the mighty God ex- 
actly like the. Father is the mighty 
God. 

“Well,” you say, “do you mean 
that Jesus Himself is God?” 

That is right. Jesus is as much 
God as the Father is God. His 
name is so called. 

A modernist heard me preach 
in Brooklyn, New York, and wrote 
me. He said, “I like your preach- 
ing. I think the churches are 
dead; they sure need to be re- 
Vived. But there are some of us 

en who just can’t believe in the 
fein birth and the inspiration of 

e Bible like you do; and you 
were so coarse and unchristian 
im your attitude. You condemn 
us. Why don’t you just have the 
message of Jesus?” 

I wrote back, “Yes, and I'm go- 

to condemn you some more. 
is is the message of Jesus. Je- 
gus said, ‘I and my Father are 
one.’ Isn't that deity? Isn't that 
the message of Jesus? Do you 
want the message of Jesus? It 
is, ‘Ye must be born again.’ Jesus 
gaid, ‘If ye believe not that I am 
he, ye shall die in your si:.s and 
hither I go ye cannot come.’” 
You cannot be a Christian without 
agape that Jesus Christ is God. 
fie is all He claimed to be—the 
virgin born, immaculate Son of 
God, one with the Father. He is 
the mighty God. That is a won- 
derful name, isn’t it? 

You do not come to a weak 
ate when you come to Jesus. 

o you need your prayers answer- 
@4? Some people say, “Now do 
ray. to the Father in Jesus’ 

e.” ‘But’ the ‘Father’ and* the 


: 


Son understand cach other so well 
that either One can attend to the 
other’s business. You need never 
be embarrassed to come and say, 
“Lord Jesus, help me”; for He 
knows all about it. He has all 
the wisdom and He has all the 
power. He is mighty God. When 
He was here in the flesh people 
came and knelt to Him and pray- 
ed to Him, and I like to do it 
today. There is not a word in 
the Bible against your praying to 
Jesus. Jesus Himself is mighty 
God. That is His name. Why 
don't we give Him a chance to 
act like God and expect Him to 
work the miracles of God and 
answer prayer like God? That is 
His name, “the mighty God.” 

4. Jesus is “the everlasting 
Father.” 


“His name shall be called Won- 
derful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father.” 

“Now I know you are not talk- 
ing about Jesus. You must be 
talking about His Father,’ some- 
body may say. No, Jesus’ 1ame, 
too, is “the everlasting Father.”’ 
“Well,” you say, “how can Jesus 
be the Son and be Father, too?” 

Well, in the first place, He said, 
“T and my Father are one.” ‘If 
anybody comes to the Father, Je- 
sus said, ‘that is all right. I will 
meet you at the door. I do every- 
thing for my Father and I can 
take His place about anything.’ 
Jesus is the Father the same as 
His Father is the Father. You say 
you can’t understand that? Well, 
I am not surprised. What you 
cannot understand would make a 
pretty big book when you get to 
talking about Jesus Christ, eter- 
nity and the infinite things of 
God! You do not have to under- 
stand it, but Jesus said, “I and 
my Father are one.” So He says, 
‘Il can call Myself the Father, 
too.’ 

‘Another reason for calling Jesus 
“the everlasting Father” is that 
He is the creator. Suppose l 
write a book and then say, “Dr. 
Reveal, I would like for you to 
have a copy of this book. I am 
the daddy of this book.” By that 
I simply mean that I made it. 
Jesus said, ‘I am the father of all 
things. I created them; I created 
everything.” So he is “the ever- 
lasting Father.” 

Another thing: He is from the 
beginning. He is “the Ancient of 
Days,” as mentioned in the book 
of Daniel. He is the eternal One. 
So it is right to call Him Father. 
In the South we sometimes call a 
good old colored man, “Uncle” be- 
cause of his age. Or, if it is a be- 
loved colored woman, we some- 
times say “Auntie,” a mark of 
respect. Well, you can call Jesus 
the everlasting Father, because He 
is everlasting and the creator of 
all things. That is the reason why 
when John saw Him, as the Scrip- 
ture in the book of Revelation tells 
us, he said his hair and his beard 
were as White as snow. You see, 
the dear Saviour is the ancient 
One. So He could say that He was 
“the everlasting Father.” 


He walked down a froad one 
day and a woman stooped behind 
Him and touched the hem of His 
garment. Twelve years she had 
been sick and could not be healed, 
though she had tried all the doc- 
tors. Goi bless the good Christian 
doctors, but doctors cannot make 
people well. Only God can do 
the real healing. He heals with 
doctors sometimes and He heals 
without, however he may choose. 
But Jesus turned to this sick 
woman and. said, “Daughter, he of 
good comfort.” . 

“Daughter” ? 

“Te. 

“Do you mean this old woman? 
Did you call her daughter?” 

Jesus says, ‘Yes. I made her. 
I am the everlasting Father. I 
can call her daughter.’ 

5. Another wonderful name of 
Jesus is “Prince of Peace.” 

“His name shall be called Won- 
derful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The Everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace.” 

This old world is not going to 
enjoy real peace until] we have 
Jesus Christ as a world ruler, lit- 
erally. Do you know what we 
need? Germany knew it. They 
missed the boat, but they knew 


what'*the world needed, * They said; 


“We need ir Germany one man. 
We need one man to have charge 
and run everything, and run it 
right.” 

Hitler said, “All right, I’m your 


man.” And so they made Hitler 
dictator. But he was not the right 
dictator. 


Do you know what they need 
over in Russia? They said, “We 
have so much poverty and confu- 
sion, we need one man.” 

Stalin said, “I’m your man.” But 
that bank robber, that murderer, 
could not make peace. He is not 
the right ruler. 

Do you know what we need in 
America? We need a dictator. 
Who is it going to be? Listen! 
This world needs a dictator, but 
it can be no one but Jesus Christ 
if we are to have peace. Every- 
body else is sinful, weak and sel- 
fish. They will bring trouble in- 
stead of help. They will bring 
war instead cf peace. They will 
bring sin instead of righteousness. 
But Jesus Christ is the Prince of 
Peace. 

Christ is the 
for you, too. 

People have Christmas and sing, 
“Peace on earth, good will to 
men,” and yet they get drunk, 
and some are ready to get a di- 
vorce just as soon as court opens 
after Christmas! You can have 
Christmas and not have any peace 
if you leave Christ out of Christ- 
mas. Isn't it foolish to have a 
Christmas at all, to celebrate the 
birthday of Jesus and have every- 
thing else but no Jesus, no “Prince 
of Peace’? That is foolish and 
wicked, isn’t it? St. Augustine, 
that great Catholic Father, doctor 
of Hippo, said, 

Our hearts, O God, are restless 


Prince of Peace 


Until they find their rest 
in Thee. 
You will never have any true 


peace in your heart until you have 
Jesus. 

A building contractor stood in the 
door of our big brick tabernacle in 
Dallas, Texas, and I talked with 
him about his soul. [I said, “You 
need Jesus. Nothing else can sat- 
isfy.” 

He said, “Preacher, that must 
be what is wrong with me.” 

I asked, “What is wrong?” 

“I have a good business, All 
through the depression I have 
had calls for all the houses I could 
build. Not only that, but I have 
a good car.. Il own my own home, 
I have a good wife who loves me. 
I ought to be happy. I have a 
nine-year-old boy, and I wouldn't 
trade him for anybody’s kid. He 
is the nicest kid you ever saw. I 
have everything. But all the 
time I have an unrest in my soul 
and I didn’t know what was 
wrong. It must be what you say.” 

“That is right,” I said. “You 
may have everything else, but 
nothing can ever give you real 
peace but Jesus Christ.” He is 
“the Prince of Peace’’! 

There is more in the next verse. 
I cannot talk about that now, but 
I wonder if His name is wonderful 
to you. It isn’t unless you love 
Him. It isn’t unless you would let 
Him come into your heart and be 
your own Saviour. His name can- 
not be all these to you: “Wonder- 
ful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince 
of Peace” unless you will let Jesus 
come in today and be yowr own 
Saviour. 

I was at the Y. M. C. A. fora 
class of boys and men this morn- 
ing with Dr. Coleman. We had 
a good time, and a good many of 
those boys stood up to say that 
they would take Christ as Saviour, 
and make a holy vow that in 1947 
they were going to be on the side 
of the Lord, and live for Him. I 
wonder if a lot of you would not 
say, “Yes sir, this last Sunday of 
the old year, this last Sunday of 
the old year with its mistakes and 
sorows and troubles and blessings 
and joys, I am going to have Je- 
sus. I will not let this Christmas 
season go by without the angel’s 
song in my heart and without the 
joy that came when the babe was 
laid in a manger in Bethlehem 
and the shepherds came and saw 
Him and the light from Heaven 
shined and the wise men brought 
their gifts. I’m not going to miss 
Christmas. I’m going to have 
Jesus in my heart. And in the 
new year I am going to have peace 
ali the time. I will have Jesus,” 
Well, if you will open your heart’s 


door and-trust Him, He-will come 


Saving 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Lord Jesus Christ is to pass from 
death unto life. To believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ is to have im- 
mediately eterna] life. To believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ is to be 
born again. To be born again is to 
be qualified for the kingdom of 
God and ready for Heaven. Nico- 
demus had been told all of that, in 
these first eighteen verses of John 
3. 


John the Baptist, the forerunner 
of Christ, the voice crying in the 
wilderness, declared that anyone 
who was to be saved had to be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
“He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life: and he that be- 
lieveth not the Son shall not see 
life: but the wrath of God abideth 
on him,” he said in John 3:36. To 
believe on the Son is to exercise 
faith in Christ. 

All the scriptures quoted thus 
far are passages that definitely 
coincide with Paul’s declaration in 
Romans 10:9, 10. “That if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved. For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness; and 
with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation.” Make no mistake 
about it; the Lord was telling 
Nicodemus that he needed to be- 
lieve with his heart to be born 
again. Make no error about it; 
John the Baptist was declaring 
that men need to believe with the 
heart to be saved. Head belief is 
not enough. “The devils also be- 
lieve, and tremble” (James 2:19). 
Believing with the heart is faith. 
Believing with the heart is trust. 
Believing with the heart is de- 
pendence upon. Believing with the 
heart is exercising SAVING 
FAITH. Saving faith is of God 
and is granted to all that are will- 
ing to be saved. 

Consider then, SAVING FAITH. 
What is faith? “Faith is the sub- 
stance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen” (Heb. 
11:1). Faith has been defined as 
inclusive of three things: (1) 
Knowledge (which is mental), (2) 
Belief (which is mental accept- 
ance) and (3) Trust (which is ac- 


in today. Don’t you want to let 
Him come in? 


Accept This Wonderful 
Saviour as Your Own 
Today! 

Is the wonder of Jesus only 
theory with you? Have you never 
tried Him as your own dear Sav- 
iour? Have you never trusted Him 
to come in and make your life hap- 
py and successful and save yoyr 
soul from eternal ruin? If you 
have not been converted, have not 
been saved, then it is only because 
you never trusted Jesus to come in 
and save you. Will you do that 
today? 

Jesus said, “All that the Father 
giveth me shall come to me; and 
him that cometh to me I will in no 
wise cast out.”” This moment you 
can come to Him by honestly turn- 
ing your heart from sin and de- 
pending upon Christ to save you. 
I beg you to do it today. 

First, turn your heart to the 
Lord and tell Him so, depending 
on Him for forgiveness and sal- 
vation. Then sign the statement 
below, please copy it in a letter 
and -mail to me if you will. I shall 
rejoice with you in your new found 
Saviour and send you a letter of 
encouragement and counsel. 
Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
214 W. Wesley Street ’ 
Wheaton, Illinois 
Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read your sermon, Won- 
derful Saviour and I know that 
the Lord Jesus wants to be my 
Saviour, too. 
I have been a poor, lost sinner. 
But here and now I honestly turn 
my heart from my sin, I call on 
Christ to save me today and I 
trust Him just now to forgive me 
and save me. With all my heart 
I confess Him as my Saviour and 
set out to live for Him, 


Signed eeeeeeeereeeereeeeeseeees 
Address gratia ehutite's okaane we wale 
Date “PO OOo ee eee esse hieheceeee - 
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Faith 


I ackuowledge that |: 


ceptance of the will and emotions) 
or a dependence upon that knowl- 
edge and the acceptance of the 
same for the benefit to be derived. 


1. Faith Is Knowledge 


Jesus once said, “And ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free’ (John 8:32). If 
men are to believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ to be saved, they 
must know about Him; hence the 
necessity of preaching and teach- 
ing the gospel. Hence, also, we 
have the necessity of personal wit- 
nessing of Christ. “How then shall 
they call on him in whom they 
have not believed? and how shall 
they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard? and how shall 
they hear without a preacher?” 


(Rom. 10:14). (That is, a preach- 
er or teacher, or witness). People 
must be told about Jesus. When 


they are told, then they know; 
they have a mental knowledge of 
that which they have been told. 
What should they be told about 
Jesus? Paul told the church at 
Corinth about the gospel. Paul did 
it, no doubt, because he believed the 
gospe] alone sufficient to save. 
Jesus had .said, you remember, 
“Repent ye, and  0believe’ the 
gospel” (Mark 1:15). Paul de- 
clared the gospel to be “the power 
of God unto salvation to every 
one that BELIEVETH” (Rom. 
1:16). Note again the word 
“BELIEVE.” Therefore Paul gave 
the gospel and Paul defined the 
gospel to the Corinthians ag his 
deliverance, his message, to them. 
“Moreover, brethren, I declare 
unto you the gospel... By which 
also ye are saved ... how that 
Christ died for our sins according 
to the scriptures: And that he was 
buried, and that he rose eqain the 
third day according to the script- 
ures” (1 Cor, 15:1-4). 

Thus, to believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, a person must be 
told about Christ. The complete 
gospel he needs to believe is: 
“Christ died for our sins. .,. he 
was buried, and... he rose again 
the third day.’’ The person believ- 
ing on the Lord Jesus Christ may 
not know the depth of these words, 
but he will believe them and stake 
hig eternal soul’s welfare on the 
fact of those truths. Failure to 
know is resultant in failure to be- 
lieve. How many, many people 
today do not know about Christ! 
Oh, may we tell the gospel story 
that they may hear and know, and 
then come to believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and be saved. 

But to know is only one portion 
of faith, as one has explained it. 
The devils know about Christ. 
They declared His personality 
often and were rebuked when they 
testified regarding Him. Make 
no mistake, they do know about 
Jesus. “I'know thee who thou art, 
the Holy One of God,” a demon 
said to him in Mark 1:24. It is 
one thing to know about, and still 
another think to know. Before I 
was married, my wife knew about 
me. After we were married she 
came to know me. She alone 
knows the. depth of those words. 
I know about President. Truman. 
I do not know him, however. 
Many of you I know about. I can- 
not say I know you. We must 
KNOW Christ or we will be etern- 
ally lost. We can only know about 


Him, not truly know Him, unless 
we are willing to continue the 
progressive steps in saving. faith. 
“And this is life eternal, that they 
(Continued on Page 7) 
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What the Bible Teaches 
About the Virgin Birth of Christ 


(Continued from Page 2) 


story of the virgin birth, and phi- 
losophy hag rejected the possibility 
of it. The problem for the “mod- 
ern mind” is to save Christianity 
in» such a situation. Professor 
Royce suggests the way in which 
this is to be done. 


The fundamental fallacy, ac- 
cording to him, upon which the 
apologists and expositors have 
been working for the past eighteen 
hundred years is that Jesus origi- 
mated Christianity. The position 
of many modernists of our times 
is exactly the reverse of this 
historic proposition, namely, that 
Christianity originated Jesus, The 
established -conclusions~ of the 
“modern mind,” Royce says, prove 
that we have heretofore been put- 
ting the effect for the cause, and 
the cause for the effect. He de- 
clares that Jesus is not the creator 
of an ideal Christianity, but 
Christianity is the creator of an 
ideal Jesus. This subjective, ideal 
Jesus has been amended and modi- 
fied by the Christian community 
to suit the needs of persons and 
periods. The Christian ministry of 
today, Professor Royce thinks, is 
more and more reversing its tra- 
ditional self by preaching a sub- 


jective, idealistic, mystical Jesus 
who is imminent in the Chris- 
tian organism. As “Moses” 


was but a name under which Israel 
organized its laws and customs, so 
“Jesus” ig but a name under which 
the Christian community all down 
the ages has been growing its sub- 
jective Jesus, which absolves it 
from the necessity of defending 
the Scriptural Jesus or the Jesus 
as Set forth by the New Scriptures. 
This “ersatz’ Jesus, compounded 
of a pious mingling of Bible facts 
and modernistic speculation, is 
the current Saviour offered by 
theological liberals, whether they 
call themselves modernists or 
liberals. This sort of a Saviour 
naturally does not require a virgin 
birth, but souls who rest upon this 
“Saviour” for salvation will find 
themselves eternally disillusioned. 

The Christ of the Scriptures re- 
quires the doctrine of the virgin 
birth to validate His claims to be 
an atoning Saviour. Paul, in his 
magnificent epist] eto the Romans, 
sets forth the truth that man is 
a sinner by nature and by decision, 
that he is under the curse of the 
broken law of God which is death. 
He insists that there must come 
into the race one who is sinless 
ang therefore not under the curse 
of the law, who will bear the curse 
of the law in His own death, that 
dying in the place of the condemn- 
ed sinner He becomes the Saviour 
of those who by faith accept this 
death as their substitute. He 
states flatly that Jesus Christ is 
the Saviour of men on this basis. 
The Saviour of the New Testa- 
ment ig a sinless Saviour (per- 
fectly acceptable to a holy God in 
consequence), dying in man’s place 
on the cross. Therefore, we in- 
wist that this Saviour must be the 
virgin-born son of Mary for a man 
born of sinning parents could not 
possess the qualifications demand- 
@d by the holiness of God to atone 
for sinning man. The atonement 
of Christ is the basis of His 
Saviourhood and necessitates the 
virgin birth. 

5. The resurrection of Christ is 
dependent upon his virgin birth. 
Mear the claims of the Christ: “I 
lay down my life, that I might 
take it again.” “I have power to 
lay it down, and I have power to 
take it up again” (John 10:17, 18). 
The effect of this remarkable 
statement was to cause the Jews 
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to say, “He hath a devil.” In all 
reverence, if Jesus was born of 
human beings, the Jews were 
justified in ridiculing a claim as 
absurd ag that. They were more 
honest than their so-called Chris- 
tian successors, who, by ‘“scien- 
tific” criticism eliminate it or by 
a exegetical hocus-pocus make 
Jesus say what He never said. 
Others face the problem and say 
that He was suffering from that 
delusion of granduer commonly 
experienced by religious enthusi- 
asts. 


Accepting the accounts of Mat- 
thew and Luke and others, these 
words do not appear incredible. 
But if Jesus is a human being, 
born of natura] generation, then 
the modernists, ag they do, are 
right in rejecting the physical 
resurrection of Jesus.. Scarcely a 
denier of the virgin birth will af- 
firm the physical resurrection of 
Jesus from the grave. Discard 
the story of the virgin birth and 
sooner or later you will discard 
the Biblical story of the resurrec- 
tion. 
ernistic theology. 


Dr. J. Gresham Machen in his 
monumental book, “The Virgin 
Birth,” says on this point: “‘Men 
who reject the virgin birth scarce- 
ly ever hold a really Christian 
view of Christ. Conceivably, in- 
deed, a man might reject this 
miracle and yet accept other 
miracles that the New Testament 
contains; conceivably a man might 
hold Jesus to be a supernatural 
Person and yet reject the gospel 
story about the manner of His 
entrance into this world. But it 
would perhaps be difficult to find 
a single New Testament asatudent 
of any prominence who holds to 
such a view today. In the over- 
whelming majority of cases those 
who reject the virgin birth reject 
the whole supernatural view of 
Christ.” 

6. The return of Jesus to earth 
is bound up with the doctrine of 
the virgin birth. The naturalistic 
world-view of the modernist that 
prevents him from accepting the 
Biblical accounts of the virgin 
birth, also force him to reject any 
theory of the physical return of 
Jesus to earth that will set aside 
the established order of things. 

In respect to the virgin birth, 
they know that no human being 
can make any such promises 
as Jesus made, for he could not 
possibly fulfill them. Since they 
regard Jesus as a human being, 
born of natural generation, they 
logically reject the whole of His 
teachings concerning His personal 
return to earth. If the stories of 
the virgin birth are untrue, as the 
modernists assert, then of course 
His claimg concerning a physical 
return to earth are absurd. 

However, if Jesus is the “only 
begotten Son of God” and not the 
son of Joseph, then His announce- 
ments of His return to earth have 
a different value entirely. If He 
existed on an equality with the 
Father before His incarnation as 
the Scriptures assert, then, of 
course, it is easily possible for 
Him to come to the world again. 
A virgin-born Jesus can easily be 
a returning Jesus. A human Jesus 
born of earthly parents must be 
rejected as an unbalanced religious 
enthusiast when He claims that 
He will return from the other 
world to judge this one right- 
eousness. 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

1. Matthew and Luke .state 
specifically that Jesus was God 
manifest in the flesh, born of Mary 
but conceived by the Holy Gost. 


2. Mark begins his story with 
the assertion of the divine patern- 
ity of Jesus. He is the miracle- 
working Son of God, attested from 
Heaven, rising physically from the 
grave and promising a glorious 
return. He mentions no earthly 
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might know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou 
hast sent” (John 17:3). 
Faith Is Belief 

The second step is belief. To 
know will involve an acceptance 
Or rejection of the known facts of 
the thing or person. In the matter 
of Christ, we may know about 
His death, burial and resurrection 
and His purpose to save, but we 
may not believe the facts declared, 
if we choose to reject them. Our 
minds are ours. We do not have 
to be influenced unlesg we choose 
to be. So if we choose, we may 
be as one I met some time ago 
who said “I don't believe all this 
bunk about the atonement that 
Christ supposedly made for my 
sins. I think Buddha or Confucius 
or Mohammed were as efficacious 
as Christ.” If that is your belief, 
then you are lost, ag hopelessly 
lost as that doctor, even though 
you too may be a member of a 
church and a leader in the church 
choir, as he was. Paul said, “That 
if thou... shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved” (Rom. 10:9). There are 
no “ifs” and “ands” about it. 
Christ was and is the world’s only 
Redeemer. Facts apart from the 
Bible, reveal that He died, was 
buried, and arose, as the Bible de- 
clares He did. History reveals 
Him to be THE ONLY ONE WHO 
EVER DID. He ig the Son of 
God. He died for your sins. He 
arose from the grave for your 
sins. Unless you know it and be- 
lieve it with your mind, you will 
never permit your heart to put a 
complete dependence and trust of 
your eternal soul’s welfare on 
Christ. Then, you may know and 
mentally believe the facts about 
Christ's atonement, but you will 
go to Hell as do the demons and 
the Devil unless you TRUST all 
to Jesus. Yes, you must stake all 
on Him, 


Faith Is Trust 
Don’t forget it: the devils be- 


father of Jesus, so he igs not in 
disagreement with the other 
evangelists. 

8. John begins his gospel with 
the Christ who existed with God 
before the creation of the world, 
equal with God and one with God. 
This One was made flesh and dwelt 
among us (John 1:14). He dis- 
tinguishes Jesus as the “only be- 
gotten Son of God.” He presents 
Him ag indisputably the Son of 
God in a unique sense, thus fitting 
into the framework of Matthew, 
Mark and Luke. 

4. Paul sets forth Jesus as the 
pre-existent One who was equal 
with the Father, becoming man in 
such a way as to avoid the racial 
involvement in sin, born of woman 

(Continued on Page 8) 


Faith 


lieve al] the facts 
about Christ. 
that Jesus 
Heaven, 


stated 
The devils 
came forth from 
conceived of the Holy 
Ghost in the womb of Mary. They 
know that Jesus lived a perfect 
life. They know and mentally be- 
lieve that Jesus was crucifieg and 
buried and rose again. They know 
and mentally believe Him to be the 
Son of God. Yet they are not 
saved. Why? There is no trust 
in Christ. There is no dependence 
upon Christ. There ig positively 
No Saving faith apart from knowl- 
edge, belief, and then, trust. “For 
by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8). 
Thus after we know about Jesus, 
then believe with our minds the 
facts, we may, if we choose, exer- 
cise our wills to direct our emo- 
tions and all to trust"Christ. When 
a person believes on the Lord 
Jesus Christ with all his heart, it 
involves his mind, his will, and 
his emotions. All three are 
directed to the Lord, and yielded to 
the Lord. Gladly does the person 
Who wants to be saved surrender 
everything to Jesus. “I surrender 
all” is the attitude of heart, mind, 
body and sowl. Wherever that 
occurs, God for Christ’s sake re- 
deems, regenerates, reconciles and 
resurrects that sinner to everlast- 
ing life. That is the new birth. 


Faith Must Be Desired 


We are given still another ex- 
planation of saving faith. “Faith 
is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not 
seen” (Heb. 11:1). 


Hope, we are told, is the equiva- 
lent of desire plug expectation. 
Then “Faith is the substance of 
things desired and _  expected.”’ 
Thus unless a person out of Christ 
desires to be saved and expects to 
be saved, there can be no salvation 
and no new birth. God tries to 
create the desire for salvation in 
the heart of every lost person. 
Through the Holy Spirit, God is 
constantly attempting to woo 
people unto Himself. How fool- 
ishly men and women reject 
the pleas of God to save their 
souls! How many times men 
and women refuse to accept 
a tract or refuse to read the 
Bible or go to church to hear 
a gospel sermon. The reason is 
simply that the Devil is trying to 
keep them from yielding to God's 
appeal to hear and desire—and 
consequently expect—to be saved. 
We need to weep over lost souls; 
we need to urge them for a sur- 
render; but remember that they 
must yield their wills to do God's 
bidding or be lost, regardless ef 
our appeals. Maybe we ought to 
pray more for their conviction. If 
the conviction for sin is there, 
then the contrition and the willing- 
ness for conversion will come; 
there is where God will make Him- 


above 
know 


self known in saving power. 
Examples of Saving Faith in 
the Bible 

Good examples of saving faith 
in the Scriptures are numierous. 
There ig the instance of the woman 
with an issue of blood. She had 
suffered twelve years. Doctors 
couldn't help her. She had heard 
of Christ; she knew of Christ. 
She evidently believed what she 
heard. She sought Him out to 
touch His garment. “If I may 
touch but his clothes, I shall be 
whole” (Mark 65:28). She pro- 
ceeded according to what she knew 
and believed, and trusted the 
Christ whose garments she touch- 
ed. “And straightway the foun- 
tain of her blood was dried up; 
and she felt in her body that she 
was healed of that plague” (Mark 
5:29). She could not have ex- 
plained how # happened, except 
to relate what she had known and 
believed and trusted. That ig all 
any poor sinner, saved by grace, 
can say to explain God's matchless 
grace to regenerate poor sinful 


sinners. It ig God's businesg to 
heal. It is the sinner’s business 
to be \@ling to be healed. It is 
God's | #)iess to save. It is the 


sinner “o<isinesg to be willing to 
be saved. If you are lost, God 
wil] save you when you are willing 
for the saving. That means any- 
time, anywhere, 

There is still another example 
of faith. What saving faith this 
man—the centurion—manifested! 
So great was his faith that Christ 
said of it, “I have not found so 
great faith, no, not in Israel’ 
(Matt. 8:10). The man we read 
about here knew about Jesus. Me 
believed what he knew about Je- 
sus. He was a man of power. 
The centurion was interested in 
the healing of his servant. Thank 
God for his concern for another. 
May more of us manifest the same 
concern for the Jost about us! May 
our faith rise to the same propor- 
tions that the centurion’s faith 
did. The result will be a healing. 
The centurion. asked of Jesus, 
“Speak the word only, and my 
servant shall be healed’ (Matt. 
8:8). Jesus commended the man 
for the manifestation of such tri- 
umphant faith, saying, “Go thy 
way; and as thou hast believed, so 
be it done unto thee. And his 
servant was healed in the selfsame 
hour” (Matt. 8:13). 


If today you will say, “Lord 
save me or I perish,” and mean 
it, then today the Lord will save 
you. Dear friend, if you know 
that Christ wants to save you, if 
you are ready for Him to save 
you, if you believe with your mind 
that He will save you—then, if 
you are ready to stake it all on 
Christ as you cry, “Lord, save me 
or I perish,’—HE WILL SAVE 
YOU AS YOU SPEAK IT. Cry 
it out to Him now. Don’t delay. 
Tomorrow may be too late. Right 
where you are, settle it now. “Be 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved, and shy 


house.”’ 


ee 


> 
ects sehen 


entation. 
yourself. 


the world. 


scroll, all 


square. 


214 West Wesley 


en ee ee ee oe z og 
a en _; 

- + — a . . a ~ : 

ae ad a ) a ws eT 


FOR YOU! 


Here is our new plaque—the 
latest Sword of the Lord pres- 
You'll want one for 
On your wall, this 
lovely plaque is not only a fin- 
ishing decorative note; it is a 
constant badge of courage to 
your heart and a testimony to 


Order Today! 


Right now, while they are new, while we 
have a good stock on hand, order these beau- 
tiful gift plaques! 
orful—rich brown lettering on a golden beige 
background, with a spray of flowers on the 
superimposed on a misty blue 
It will harmonize with any wall, and 
will dress up any room. Packed in a beauti- 
ful gift carton of alligator-grained board. Size 
85% by 6% inches, Practically 
unbreakable, Plaque No, 100, price... 


SWORD of the LORD PUBLISHERS 


ee « 
So 


SECS OA SN Re a 


ae 
a ota 
te eae 0 alla 


New! 


Beautiful! 


FOR YOUR FRIENDS! 


The best gift you can give ig 
one with spiritual significance. 
This plaque is a gift that not 
only expresses your affection 
and regard, but one that will be 
a bolster of spirits and a heart- 
warming reminder of His love, 
Buy several now, to have on 
hand for birthday and anniver- 
sary and wedding gifts! 


They are delicate and col- 


*1.50 


Wheaton, Dlinois 


a a a a ae pee ae ee ee See a a eee SUE a kar os veer ee fe 


tate > ‘ 
-) 70" “os ee 
Pe wet 


S ha 


Pege Bight 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


January 17, 1047 


What the Bible Teaches 
About the Virgin Birth of Christ 
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under the law to redeem, return- 
ing in great power to judge the 
world. This is not the Christ of 
the modernist. 

5. The trustworthiness of the 
New Testament consequently de- 
pends upon the accounts of the 
virgin birth for they assert the 
paternity of God and the matern- 
ity of Mary and no other view is 
set forth. | 

6. The deity of Christ depends 
upon the virgin birth, because he 
was not the Son of God 
New Testament sense if he were 


in the 


born of human parents. Men who 


call themselves God .are rightly 
regarded as mountebanks and 
charlatans. If Jesus is the very 
Son of God in the New Testament 
sense He is entitled to be worship- 
ped. If He is not, then worship of 
Jesus ig idolatry as Harry Emer- 
gon Fosdick and others assert. 

7. The sinlessness of Jesus de- 
pends upon the virgin birth for 
if He was born of human parents 
He was a sinner as all human 


experience proves without a single. 


exception. His sinlessness cannot 
be accounted for apart from a 
supernatural birth. To deny both, 
@s many modernists do, is to lose 
Him as Saviour and Lord. 

8. The atonement of Jesus and 
consequently His Saviourhood 
rests upon the fact of the virgin 
birth, for one sinner cannot die 
effectively for another's salvation, 
for no*man guilty of sins can die 
for another’s sins. He dies for 
his own. No sinner can be the 
Saviour of the world. A sinning 


Jesus born of sinning parents, the 
victim of delusions of grandeur, 
cannot qualify as a Saviour. The 
abandonment .of the virgin birth 
leads logically to the abandon- 
ment of the Saviourhood of Jesus, 
or to a denial] of inherited sin. 

9. The resurrection of Jesus. 
It is not a coincidence that mod- 
ernists have rejected the Biblical 


teaching concerning the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus for if Jesus was not 
the virgin-born Son of God as the 
Scriptures assert, then the biblical 
account of His resurrection is 
positively incredible. If the birth 
narratives can be rejected on the 
flimsy grounds offered by “sciem 
tific’’ criticism, then the resur- 
rection narratives can be disposed 
of by the same method. The fact 
that so many eye-witnesses saw 
the resurrected Christ does not 
dismay the determined modernist. 
The resurrection of Christ is 
bound up with the manner of His 
birth. Men who abandon -+the 
doctrine of the virgin birth sooner 
or latre abandon the biblical 
teachings concerning His ressur- 
rection. The need for a unique 
entrance and exit hang together. 
10. The hope of His return to 
earth rests ultimately on His 
supernatural] birth, for if He was 
born of human beings, His promise 
to return is a promise which no 
human being can fulfill, The 
modernist, rejecting the super- 
natural birth of Jesus, also rejects 
His promise to return, for they 
are indeed bound up together. 


To abandon the fact or the 
relevance of the virgin birth of 
Christ is to abandon the trust- 


worthiness of the Scriptures; to 
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Evangelist Wunneburger in 
Amarillo, Texas 

Evangelist Louis Wunneburger 
has just concluded a good meeting 
with the blessings of the Lord on 
his ministry. 

“The 
have had for this season was with 
Church, 
God blessed us 
with a gracious visitation of His 


He writes: 


last engagament that I 


the San Jacinto Baptist 


Amarillo, Texas. 


presence. There were fourteen 
substitute a fictional Christ for 
the historic Christ: to reduce the 
cardinal doctrines of the New 


Testament to meaninglessness; to 
destroy the “faith 6f our fathers.” 
[his we must not do. 

(Additional copies of this article 
may be obtained from the Funda- 
mentalist Fellowship of the North- 
ern Baptist Convention, 185 N. Wa- 
bash Avenue, Chicago .1, Illinois.) 


who publicly surrendered for spe- 
cial service either as a missionary 
or for the gospel ministry. There 
were forty-six savec and baptized 
and there were seventeen additions 
by lettre. Oh, the power and pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit was evi- 
dent and wonderful!” 


Evangelist Wirth in United 
Brethren Church 


Evangelist F. A. Wirth writes: 

“We just closed a meeting in 
United Brethren Church, Wayland, 
Iowa. The church is located two 
miles west of Wayland on a gravel 
road. God gave us a real revival 
with about twenty-one accepting 
Christ as 
came 


Saviour. Many more 
reconsecrate 


Brother Lint, 


forward to 
their lives to Him, 


dhe pastor, is a fine young man 


and needs your prayers. He is go- 


ing to school and pastoring this 
church.” 


Evangelist Wagner im Maroa, 
Illinois 


Dr. F. H. Head of Maroa, Illi- 
nois, was by The Sword of the 
Lord office and reported a happy 
revival campaign in the Christian 
church of which he is pastor, in 
which Evangelist Eddie Wagner 
recently did the preaching. 


Dr. Head reports that God really 


gave a gracious revival, Many, 
many Christians rededicated their 
lives to Christ’s service and many 
were saved, 


We are especially pleased te 
hear that Brother Wagner's 
preaching was strong Bible preach- 
ing in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. The pastor and church at 
Maroa feel that any church that 
wants a revival campaign with 
plain preaching, stressing recon- 
secration and spiritual unity of 
Christians and the conviction and 
conversion of sinners would do 
well to carefully consider Brother 
Eddie Wagner. Brother Wagner's 
address is 321 N. Clark Stree 
Wichita, Kansas. . 


YOU NEED MEAT! 


The Apostle Paul @alled the Corinth- 
ian Christians babies because they had 
never grown to manhood in their spir- 
itual lives, and still had to have milk. He 
would have fed them on meat, but they 
Babies are 
nice as babies, but they must grow up 
to be men and women: this is true spir- 
tiually as well as physically. How is 
your physical stature? Determine to be 
Let these books help 
you to feed on the real meat of the Word 
and show you the riches of the Bible. 


were still milk Christians. 


a meat-Christian. 
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